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Background
capital Paving is proposing to locate a sand and gravel operation south of the village 
of Maryhill, east of shantz station road and north of Foerster road. the pit would 
cover a proposed licence area of approximately 94 hectares (232 acres), with a 
proposed extraction area of approximately 68 hectares (168 acres). 

capital has entered into an agreement with the current landowners, the Wagner 
family, which uses the land for cash crops and has been farming in the community 
for 45 years. the family is well known in the local farming community. it is proposed 
that the sand and gravel be removed in five phases, with farming on the property to 
continue during the pit’s operations. capital would progressively rehabilitate the land 
back to farmland as each area is mined out. the company has operated many sites 
in Wellington county and Waterloo region with this method and has successfully 
rehabilitated many of its sites back to productive farmland. 

the pit would be above the water table and has an estimated 3 million tonnes of 
aggregate reserves. capital is requesting a maximum extraction limit of 500,000 tonnes 
of aggregate each year – anticipating an average extraction rate of 250,000 tonnes per 
year – during the 10- to 15-year lifespan of the operation. 

an agreement has also been reached with neighbouring property owners to provide 
access to the pit – along a route used by previous aggregate operations – to and from 
shantz station road, which will be the haul route for trucks entering and leaving the 
pit. the access road will avoid the use of any township roads, since shantz station 
road is part of the regional road system. 

Why at this Location?
there is a long history of aggregate extraction in the area, with two nearby pit licences 
surrendered since 2000. these pits were located immediately to the north of the area 
where capital is proposing its new pit. in addition, another gravel pit was located to  
the south, on what is now the grounds of st. John’s-kilmarnock school. 

capital Paving is seeking a pit licence to supply sand and gravel for local road building 
and construction projects in the Waterloo-Wellington area, and also for the planned 
construction of nearby highway #7. 

capital’s proposed new sand and gravel operation is situated near major regional and 
provincial roadways, along which the sand and gravel would travel to construction 
sites throughout the Waterloo and Wellington areas. Provincial, regional and local 
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governments are the largest purchasers of aggregate materials. having aggregate 
sources close to where they will be used keeps the cost of infrastructure low and 
benefits the environment by using less fossil fuels and fewer greenhouse gas emissions. 
the cost of transporting aggregate can range from 40 to 70 per cent of the total cost of 
the material at the construction site. 

detaiLs aBout the ProPosed shantz station Pit
Size of the Site – the site is approximately 94 hectares (232 acres) with approximately 
68 hectares (168 acres) proposed as the extraction area.

Tonnage Limit – a maximum of 500,000 tonnes shipped per year.

Total Tonnage to be Extracted – approximately 3 million tonnes.

Haul Route – trucks to enter and leave the site from shantz station road. all trucks 
will travel to and from highway #7 - not through the village of Maryhill.

Final End Use – Farming will continue on the site during the pit operation, with sand 
and gravel extraction occurring in stages, and mined out areas rehabilitated back to 
agricultural use. virtually all the lands within the extraction area will be returned to 
agriculture. 

the Pit aPPLication Process
approval for a new pit in ontario only happens after numerous studies are conducted 
to ensure the location is suitable for a pit, and that it would have minimal impact on 
nearby neighbours, the environment, water quantity and quality, and local traffic flow. 
studies that have been conducted – or are in the process of being conducted – for the 
proposed shantz station Pit include:

Planning Study – to determine if a pit conforms to municipal and provincial planning 
regulations.

Water Resources Study – to determine the elevation of the water table and ensure 
the protection of local water supplies, including in private wells. 

Natural Environment Study – to study the natural features – including any plants, 
birds, fish and animals – on the site and ensure they can be protected during the 
operations of the pit.

Traffic Study – to determine how local traffic flow in the area around the pit would be 
affected by its operations.

Noise Study – to assess noise levels that would occur as a result of the pit’s operations 
at nearby properties, and to develop a plan to mitigate noise impacts to the surrounding 
area.

Air Quality – to assess air quality levels that would occur as a result of the pit’s 
operations, and to develop a plan to mitigate impacts to the surrounding area.

Agricultural Impact Assessment – to ensure the protection of nearby agricultural 
operations, and to develop a plan to ensure that lands will be restored to the same soil 
quality. 

Cultural Heritage Assessment – to evaluate the impact of the proposed pit on any 
structures or landscapes of primarily historical value on or near the site.

have your say
neighbours and interest groups will be provided plenty of information about the 
application through newsletters, an open house, meetings and information on the 
shantz station Pit website. capital also wants to hear your thoughts so we can 
endeavor to address and resolve any concerns you may have about this proposal.  

Archaeological Assessment – to determine if there are any features or objects of 
archaeological interest on the property.

Visual Impact Assessment – to assess any visual impacts of the proposed pit and 
how they can be mitigated. 

the aPProvaLs Process
the proposed pit must conform with regulations at the provincial, regional and 
municipal levels. a number of regulatory and environmental agencies will review the 
application to ensure it complies with applicable legislation and policies. the following 
are some of the governments and agencies that will review the pit application:

Township of Woolwich – will be asked to review the pit application, and make a 
decision on whether to approve the official plan and zoning by-law amendments to 
enable aggregate extraction. independent, expert peer reviewers working for the 
township and/or region will also review the application.

Regional Municipality of Waterloo – will be asked to review the application to ensure 
it conforms with the policies in the region’s official plan. the region’s environmental 
and ecological advisory committee will also review the application’s environmental 
considerations.

Grand River Conservation Authority – will be asked to review the proposal to ensure 
the protection of natural features and water resources.

Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry – will be asked to review the application 
and determine whether to approve a licence (above the water table) under the 
aggregate resources act. the ministry will review the site plan and comment on 
whether the proposed pit complies with the legislation under its jurisdiction.

Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs – will be asked to review the 
application to ensure it complies with agricultural policies.  

Ontario Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks – to review species at risk.

the agencies listed above will be reviewing the proposed shantz station Pit 
application to ensure it complies with the following legislation:

• the aggregate resources act

• the Provincial Policy statement

• growth Plan for the greater golden horseshoe

• region of Waterloo official Plan

• township of Woolwich official Plan and zoning By-laws

• Provincial regulations and guidelines – for things such as noise and dust
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